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NEWS ITEMS 

At the last commencement, Columbia University awarded the 
first Loubat prize, of the value of one thousand dollars, to Dr. 
Clarence M. Alvord, of the University of Illinois, for his two 
volume work, The Mississippi Valley in British Politics. The 
second prize, of the value of four hundred dollars, was awarded 
to Dr. Herbert I. Priestley, of the University of California, for 
his book, Jose de Gdlvez: Visitor-General of New Spain, 1765- 
1771. These prizes were awarded for the two best works printed 
and published in the English language, since July 1, 1913, on the 
geography, archaeology, ethnology, philology, numismatics, or his- 
tory of North America prior to the period of the American revo- 
lution. 

At the recent commencement of the University of California, 
the degree of doctor of philosophy was conferred upon Owen C. 
Coy, secretary and archivist of the California Historical Survey 
Commission, and upon Andrew Love Neff, of Heber Citv. Utah. 
Dr. Coy's thesis is entitled: The Settlement and Development of 
the Humboldt Bay Region, 1850-1875; Dr. Neff's, The Mormon 
Migration to Utah. Both theses have been accepted for publica- 
tion in the history series of the University of California. 

In lieu of the two traveling fellowships which, prior to the war. 
were annually provided by the Native Sons of the Golden West, 
that organization, following the precedent established last year, 
has generously provided for four resident fellowships at the Uni- 
versity of California, each of the value of seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. The fellows appointed for next year are: Joseph John 
Hill, Salt Lake City, Utah; Ralph Simpson Kuykendall, Santa 
Clara, California; Raymond Chambers, Fayette, Iowa; and Miss 
Doris Bepler, San Francisco. 

Dr. Charles W. Hackett, of the University of California, who 
for the past year has been engaged in editing, for the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, the Bandelier collection of materials 
for the history of the Southwest, has been appointed professor 
of history and head of the history department at the University 
of New Mexico. 
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On June 6, at Donner Lake, near Truckee, California, the Don- 
ner monument was dedicated. This great and impressive bronze 
statue, standing near the summit of the Sierra Nevadas, typifies 
the spirit of the early frontier. The erection of this memorial is 
one of the features of the work of the Native Sons of the Golden 
West, a patriotic order composed of those born in California. In 
this they were assisted by the sister order, the Native Daughters, 
with a small appropriation from the State. The place chosen was 
the scene of the hardship and suffering of the ill-fated Donner 
party during the winter of 1846-47. This episode, so well known 
in California history, probably represents more than any other the 
indomitable courage of the pioneer. The dedication exercises were 
most impressive, addresses being made by Governor Stephens of 
California, Governor Emmet Boyle of Nevada, Dr. H. Morse 
Stephens, and Dr. Owen C. Coy, of the University of California, 
and others. Three of the survivors of the Donner party, as well 
as many of the descendants, were present. 

Dr. William Battle Phillips died at his home in Houston, June 
7, 1918. Dr. Phillips was director of the Texas Mineral Survey 
from 1901 to 1905 and the Bureau of Economic Geology from 
1909 to 1914. He is the. author of numerous publications deal- 
ing with the geology and mineral resources of Texas. A sketch 
of his life is printed in the Galveston News, June 16, 1918. 

At a special term of the United States, District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas, at Houston, June 8, 1918, resolutions 
regarding the death of Judge Waller T. Bums and a portrait of 
him were presented to the court. 

The Texas History Teachers' Bulletin, VI, No. 2 (February, 
1918), prints nine letters to Stephen F. Austin, dated from 1822 
to 1825, which "show the widespread interest in Austin's Colony 
in the United States, and the motives and difficulties of those who 
wished to emigrate." The May issue of the Bulletin consists of a 
text-book for Texas schools, by Professor Frederic Duncalf of the 
University of Texas, on the causes and progress of the Great War. 
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Some reminiscences regarding United States Bevenue Cutter 
Service off the coast of Texas, by Mr. Ben. C. Stuart, are printed 
in the Galveston Neivs, June 16, 1918. 

Mrs. Kale Scurry Terrell, author of "The Buna way Scrape" 
and of "Terry's Texas Bangers" in A Comprehensive History of 
Texas, died in New Orleans, June 19. Brief sketches of her 
career appear in the Houston Post and the Houston Chronicle of 
June 20. 

The Houston Chronicle of June 20 quotes from the Waco Times- 
Herald a brief note on the origin of the Texas Lone Star Flag. 



AFPAIBS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The Texas State Historical Association held its annual business 
meeting in Austin on April 22, and elected the following officers: 
Mrs. Adele B. Looscan of Houston, President; Dr. Alex Dienst 
of Temple, Major George W. Littlefield of Austin, Mr. B. C. 
Crane of Sweetwater, and Mr. Lewis B. Bryan of Houston, Vice- 
Presidents : Miss Adina de Zavala of San Antonio, Mrs. M. A. 
Hatcher and Professor E. T. Miller of Austin, members of the 
Executive Council ; and Professor Chas. W. Bamsdell, Correspond- 
ing Secretary and Treasurer. A number of new members were 
elected to the Association. 

Professor Chas. E. Chapman of the University of California, 
Professor Chas. H. Cunningham of the University of Texas, Mr. 
A. K. Christian now at the University of Pennsylvania, Miss 
Eleanor C. Buckley of Austin, and Mr. Philip C. Tucker 3rd of 
Vergennes, Vt., were elected fellows. Besolutions were adopted 
thanking Major Littlefield for his gift of the John H. Wrenn 
Library of Chicago to the University of Texas. This Library is 
Very rich in rare editions of the English drama and contains much 
original material on English history during the Stuart period. 
Thanks were voted to Mr. Philip C. Tucker 3rd for valuable gifts 
of manuscripts and pamphlets on Texas history to the Association. 

The Treasurer's report follows: 



